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ABSTRACT:

Eco-tourism and tribal development both are complementary to each other

in the forest areas of a sanctuary; because anthropological approaches towards eco-tourism
combining ecology, ethnic culture and development. A case is highlighted in the context of
eco-tourism potentialitiesand tribal livelihood issuesin and around Sunabedawildlife sanctuary
of Odisha.The paper also reflects the future prospects of tourism and its potentials. It underscores
that eco-tourism if properly developed; it can not only enrich the possibilities for attracting
touristsfrom near and far, but will also generate revenuefor the state and protect tribal livelihood
issues in Sunabeda wildlife sanctuary of Odisha.

INTRODUCTION

Indiaisendowed with natural resources. Theredl
capital of this nation is reflected in its bio-cultural
diversitiesand antiquities. If the country could have
properly integrated al | these natural resourcest, then
thegrowth of tourism?in Indiawoul d have four times
faster than the world average (WTO, 1994). Small
countries like Malaysia, Indonesia, Hong Kong,
Mal dives and Bhutan have proved more potentia to
maketheir national tourism asan Industry .More so,
tourism is one of the sources of foreign exchangein
countrieslike Costa Rica, Belize, and in Guatemala
itissecond (Yadav, 2002). In Indian context the plans
and policies formulated and implemented over the
decades has threatened the convergence of tourism
as a major resource to generate and strengthen
the economies of the nation, state and people. Since
1991 the very process of globalization has been
widening the scope and potentialities of tourism
worldwide.
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Under the state hegemony the bio-cultural®
resources are treated as a part of national property
and the state bestowed with the maintenance of such
resources. The state hasnever approached to devel op
these resources with the life and livelihood* of the
people inhabiting inside these protected areas. The
people are not allowed to accessthese resourcesasa
part of their livelihood enhancement programme.
Tribal communities® living in and around the
sanctuaries, reserve forests and biogpheres aretreated
asoutsiders, which deprived of their natural livelihood
and right. The desired effect of ecotourism isyet to
be seen and the connection between ecotourism,
conservation and livelihoods has not been established
yet.

The paper is having the following objectives:

To examinethe concept of eco-tourism, thepalicy
relating toit and changestherein.

To highlight a least known primitive tribe of
Odishauniquely dominated the entire Sunabeda
wildlife Sanctuary, the potential of eco-tourism
and the future prospects of development.

New Series©SERIALS

(i)
(if)

121



122

(iit) Thepaper from empirical finding from Sunabeda
wildlife sanctuary of Odisha explains the
potentials of rich ethnic tourism which attracts
touristsfrom within and outs de Odi sha.

(iv) Finally, the paper argues that eco-tourism, if
promoted can enhance the livelihood basket of
the Bhunjiaand other communities.

DATA SOURCE

Thedatafor the paper have been collected from
both primary and secondary sources. In order to
collect primary data® from different categories of
informants, the paper adopted observation, eco-
tourism and livelihood approachesin which the socio-
cultural and livelihood importance of the tribal
communities have been reflected. The secondary data”
rel ating to various aspects of ecotourism wascollected
from the Sunabeda Wildlife Sanctuary station office
at Sunabeda. The datawas collected during themonths
of Octaober to December-2010 and May to June-2011.
The villages covered under primary data collection
are Sunabeda, Salepada, Junapani and Chinmundi.

CONCEPT OF ECO-TOURISM

The concept of eco-tourism has been defined
differently by thevarious national and international
agencies. The Ecotourism society® developed the
following definition of eco-tourism “responsible
travel to natural areasthat conservestheenvironment
and sustains the well being of local people’ (Epler
Wood, ’'96). “The person who practice eco-tourism
has the opportunity of immersing him or herself in
naturein away most can not enjoy......... " (Boo, '92;
Lindberg, ’ 96; and WTO/UNER, ' 92). Other scholars
have al so used theterm * nature tourism’ (Ceballos
Lascurain, '96) which not necessarily ecologically
sound; while Cohen (’ 84) raised the issue of neglect
of development in and around protected areas.

Eco-tourism both at conceptual and empirical
levels is significant in a number of respects.
Traditionally it encapsul ates scientific, aesthetic, and
philosophical approacheswhich reflect the structure
and function of the society. Over the decades
numerous changes have been observed both in the
content and context of eco-tourism. With globalization
the process of these changes not only widened and
multiplied, but also gained in importance. The UN
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International Year of Eco-tourism during 2002
reviewed eco-tourism experiences worldwide,
highlighting three significant aspects: (i) nature,
(ii) tourism, and (iii) local communities. Most of the
studies relating to tourism emphasize the economic
dimensonsat international and national levels, while
very few have investigated local levels. The present
research paper is based on empirical observation in
Sunabeda Wildlife Sanctuary of Nuapada District of
Odishawhich islargely dominated by Bhunjiatribal
community.

TOURISM IN PROTECTED AREAS OF
INDIAAND ODISHA

The term ‘Protected Area’ can be interpreted in
many ways — national park, national reserve, game
reserve, forest reserve, marine park, nature reserve,
wildlife management area—that even thoseworkingin
the field can be confused . The World Conservation
Union (IUCN), however, hasdeveloped thefol lowing
definition of aprotected area: “An areaof land and/or
sea especially dedicated to the protection and
maintenance of biological diversity, and of natural and
associated cultural resources, and managed through
legal or other effective means’ (Melchias, 2001).

Thebasic objective of creating ‘ Protected Areas
in India is to conserve the natural heritage®.
Government took thewhol e responsibility over these
protected areas and kept people away. The people
living inside the Protected Areas are treated as
outsiders. Asfar asecotourism isconcerned, thereis
no exclusive policy formulated to focus the
possibilities of this emerging sector both at national
and state levels. Those states where ecotourism is
being practised to some extent, the complianceif at
all thereis by various stakeholders are only of the
tourism policy and other related palicieslikeWildlife
Protection Act, 1972, Forest Conservation Act,1980,
efc. But in late on 2™ June 2011, the Ministry of
Environment and Forest (MoEF), Government of
India, rel eased adraft guidelineon eco-tourism. The
said guidelinelays out a detailed set of framework on
thesd ection, planning, development, implementation
and monitoring of eco-tourismin India. Theguideine
does not draw a detailed framework of conservation
and protection of wildlife through eco-tourism.
Rather, it isaiming at the planning and implementation
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process. However, it implies that Government has
realized the prospects of eco-tourism to enhance
wilderness protection and wildlife conservation, while
providing nature-compatibl elivelihoods and greater
incomes for a large number of people living around
natural ecosystems. Earlier Amendments to the
Wildlife Protection Act in 2003 has given a
recognition and legal backing to community initiated
wildlife protection (MoEF, Gol, 2011). 20 per cent
of forest areas of Odisha, with a variety of wildlife,
arebeing protected and managed through sdf initiated
forest protection initiatives by 12,000 village
communities (Rath and Mohanty, 2012). A survey of
200 protected areas of India by Indian Ingtitution of
Public Administration (I1PA), New Delhi (Kothari
et al., '89) reveals that 37 per cent national parks,
and 83 per cent sanctuaries are officially opened to
tourism, but over 70 per cent of them do not have
visitor’ sorientati on centers and tourism management
infrastructure. The sudy also establishesthe fact that
the protected areas are suffering from high level of
disturbances dueto human interferences (K othari et
al.,’89).

Odisha having rich forest resources spread out
in all parts of the state. The protected areas are the
mines for varieties of floraand fauna. A few of such
dtesin Odishaarehighlighted. Similipal, Gahirmatha,
Chilika, Bhitarkanika, Ambapani, Satkosia George,
Nandankanan, Karlapat, etc. All theseregionsarerich
in flora, fauna and community culturesand tribal as
well asnon tribal groups.

SUNABEDA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

The Sunabeda wildlife sanctuary® located
between longitude 82° 20’ 00" E and 82° 34’ 42"'E
and latitude 20° 24" N and 24° 44'N in Nuapada
digtrict of Odisha , Sharing common border with
Chhattisgarh State, is an excellent natural habitat of
endangered flora and fauna'l. It was declared as
sanctuary in the year 1983 with total geographical
area of 600 sg km. Mostly dry deciduousforest with
enchanting hill ranges, the heart throbbing cliffs,
extensive plateau, scattered grasslands, magnificent
waterfall and gorges, and primitive tribe Chuktia
Bhunjia having a very rich age-old cultural heritage
are fascinating attraction of Sunabeda wildlife
sanctuary. Besides, the Maraguda vall ey, Jumlagarh
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fort with traces of ancient civilization and river Jonk
are adding torich cultural heritage of Odisha. This
wildlife sanctuary being the source of origin and
catchments of Jonk, Sunder and Indrariversplaysan
important role in socio-economic development of the
locality. Many wild animals, birds, and plantsattracted
people from far and near places.

Thereare morethan fifteen villages having about
five thousand population. The villages are mostly
inhabited by Bhunjia community members. Other
communities like Gond, Paharia, Kultha are also
livingin and around Sunabeda.

TOURIST SPOTS IN SUNABEDA

Sunabeda: Goddess Sunadel Temple, Hamlets of
primitive tribe Chuktia Bhunjia,
Interpretation centre.

Beniadhus: Waterfall of 24 mtsheight, sorrounded

by dense forest.

Kharaldhus: Waterfall of 50 mts height, ancient
Jumlagarh Fort, adventurous trekking
track, wildlifeobservation, Nature camp
site. The site could be promoted by
inviting various adventure clubs, those
areinvolved in such activities.

Waterfall of 30 mtsheight, Naturecamp
site, Rock climbing, trekking track,
templeof Lord Shiva. Thesite could be
promoted by inviting various adventure
clubs, those are involved in such
activities.

A small wetland of 50 hectors, place of
residence and migratory birds, ancient
monuments, watch tower, Scenic view
of potora dam. Near about 45 kinds of
different migratory birdsarevigtingthis
siteduring the winter as per the report
of Bird census, (Department of Forest,
2009) of Sunabeda range forest
department, Nuapada.

Goudhus:

Maraguda:

ETHNO-CULTURAL PROFILE OF
BHUNJA TRIBE

Odisha is a tribal dominated state having the
largest number of tribal communities i.e. 62in India.
Out of thisthe statehas 13 number of primitivetribes
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to pursue a very backward economic life and
maintainsavery rich ageold cultural heritage.

According to Bhunjia peopletheterm Bhunjiais
acombination of twotermsi.e. Bhunj and Jia. Bhunj
means eat and Jia means depend on. That meanslife
depend on eating. Thetribe Bhunjiadivided into two
exogamous groups i.e. Chuktia and Chinda. The
Chuktia section of Bhunjia has been declared as a
primitivetribe’? whichisleast known and least studied
out of the 13 primitivetribes residein Odisha. They
aremostly confined to the Sunabeda wildlife sanctuary
in Nuapada district and also found concentrated in
some parts of Kalahandi district of western Odisha.
Whereas the Chinda section of Bhunjia are
acculturated and found to be concentrated in plain
areas. Bhunjiabelongsto Dravidian racial group.

The Chuktia Bhunjia are concentrate in the
Sunabeda plateau and their total population is 2269,
thedendty of population per sqkmis15, and average
household sizeis4.4. Out of thetotal population 2269
thefemal e population is1145 and male population is
1124. Their sex ratio is 1019.There are total 519
number of householdslivingin different villagesand
all householdsbel ongs to Below Poverty Line (BPL)
category. Out of 519 households, 197 are landless
(CBDA, 2007).They are more conservative, tradition
bound and inward- looking. They have a number of
exogamous units or clans, which regulate their
marriage. A s mplefamily with amonogamousform
of marriage is found in their society. Their kitchen
shed is considered sacred and the entry of married
daughtersinto thekitchen shed isstrictly forbidden.
Traditionally, the socio-palitical system recognized
thevillage council with elderly membersasthebasic
unit and thereexisted theinter-village council at the
apex. The Bhunjias worship the Sunadei as their
supreme deity and the pujari performs the priestly
functions. Besides this they worship 54 gods and
goddesses for their well-being and prosperity .Both
the region and the community attract tourist during
winter.

It isvery peculiarly found that Chuktia Bhunjia
girlsarenot allowed to haveformal school education
as they can not touch a boy after their initiation
ceremony. The women on the other hand have to
maintain several restrictions which are unthinkable
on the part of modern woman. The Sunabeda plateau
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isnot yet connected by a fair-weather road. Perhaps
for this reason they remain isolated from the
mainstream and least contact with outsider. Due to
ther isolation they wel | preservedtheir ageold cultural
heritage and indigenous identity. Their culture is
categorically integrated with ecological matrix of the
Sunabedawildlife sanctuary. For their socio economic
devel opment Government of Odishain the year 1996
established Chuktia Bhhunjia Development Agency
(CBDA) and operating micro projects from Sunabeda.

Eco-tourism Provisions in Sunabeda

There are many tourist spots in and around
Sunabedaand there areeco-tourism provisons®. They
areviz, Sunabeda, Beniadhus, Kharaldhus, Goudhus,
Maragudaetc. Theriver spotswhich attractsthetourists
include Jonk, Sunder and Indra. For theaccommodation
of touriststherearerest houseat Sunabeda, Goudhus,
Circuit house at Nuapada, Rest house at Potra, Hotels
at Khariar road and Nuapada. All the tourist spots
provideopportunity for organizing picnic programmes.

Attempts were made to find out the tourist flow
into the Sunabeda failed because of non-recording of
tourist profile. However, forest officials and villagers
said that most of the tourists visited to Sunabeda
during winter. It was observed that many of these
tourist facilities within Sunabeda do not have basic
living support like availability of food, alternative
power supply, health care facilities, transport and
drinking water. The great problem isthat the rough
weathered roadsare hindrancein the path of tourism
promation. Non availability of these facilities many
time haveforced thetouriststo leavein the same day
of their visit. Though there is presence of forest
officials in and around Sunabeda and planning for
the protection of forest resources, they aregiving less
importance to the promotion of tourism .The above
findings concludes that the poor infrastructure base
of the Sunabeda which do not attractsor very poorly
attractsthetourists. Besides, the useful ness of ethnic
contents for the promotion of tourism in Sunabeda
Sanctuary has never been thought for using by the
state.

Recommendations

Sunabeda was declared as a wildlife sanctuary
in the year 1983, in spite of that the Government of
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Odishahasnot given due and appropriateimportance

to develo

p or to enrich tourism from an ecological

and cultural point of view. For this reason, the
foll owing recommendati ons' are made:

VI.

VII.

VIII.

Attempts should be made to conserve the
physical ecology as well as the cultural
ecology of the primitive tribe Chuktia
Bhunjia by empowering them through a
participatory protected area management
approach.

Attempts should be made to establish a
tribal museum, so that tribal material
aspects of culture can be displayed and
touristswill attract to visit the Sunabeda.

Studies should be conducted on biosocial
mapping of Bhunjiatribal community.
Greater investment should be madein the
promotion and preservation of monuments
with cultural, historical and mythological
significance.

Development™ of infrastructure and safety
measures in the interior of the Sunabeda
Wildlife Sanctuary should be of prime
importancein theintervention to promote
eco-tourism.

Cultural village may be created one in
Sunabeda and another in Nuapadadistrict
head Quarter displaying the resources of
Bhunjiatribe.

Tourist festival may be organized on
regular intervalsand promotion of tourist
destinations may be made.

Recording of tourists profile should be
mai ntained so as to update knowledge on
their flowing population, purpose of visit,
whereabouts, etc.

Thecommunity should al so be encouraged
to enter into co-operative eco-tourism
ventures to take advantage of alternative
livelihood opportunity.

Local ingtitutions like Gram Panchayat,
Forest protection committee should be
involved in any initiative to devel op eco-
tourism so that the community fedl asense
of ownership and put intoitsstrengths.

10.

11.
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Xl. Hoarding at prime locations should be
erected for drawing theattention of vigtors
towards tourist spots, tourist’s code of
conduct and better civic sense.

XII. Public campaign should be launched to

enlightenthetouristsaswel asthevillagers
about environmental / forest laws, rulesand
regulations framed by Government from
timetotime.

NOTES

Natural resources occur naturally with environments that
exist relatively undisturbed by mankind , in a natural form.
A natural recourse often characterized by amounts of
biodiversity and geo diversity existent in various
ecosystems.

Tourism, the business activity connected with providing
accommodation, services and entertainment for people who
are visiting a place for pleasure.

Bio-cultural means both biological and cultural aspects are
inextricably linked and have likely coevolved.

A livelihood comprises the capabilities , assets (including
both material and social resources) and activities required
for a means of living.

Tribal communities are small in scale are restricted in the
spatial and temporal range of their social, legal and political
relations and possess a morality, a religion and world view
of corresponding dimensions.

Data observed or collected directly from firsthand
experience is called primary data.

Published data and the data collected in the past or other
parties is called secondary data.

The International Ecotourism society (TIES) is a 501 (c)
(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to promote ecotourism.
Founded in 1990, TIES has been in the forefront of the
development of ecotourism providing guidelines and
standards, training, technical assistance, research and
publications.

Natural heritage is the legacy of natural objects and
intangible attributes encompassing the countryside and
natural environment, including flora and fauna,
cientifically known as biodiversity and geo diversity.
The Sunabeda wildlife sanctuary named after Sunabeda, a
well known tribal village located more or less at the centre
of the plateau. The Sunabeda Plateau has an altitude of 3,000
feet approximately above the sea level. The area includes
the entire plateau along with the adjoining forest for which
it is named as Sunabeda wildlife sanctuary. The very name
Sunabeda derived from “Sunade” , the supreme deity of
Bhunjia tribe.

Flora, the plants of a particular area, type of environment
or period of time. Fauna, the animalsliving in an area or a
particular period of history.
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12. Tribal communities, who carry on pre-agricultural activities
for their survival, have been classified as so called primitive
Tribal Groups.

13. Direct observation and personal interaction with the
villagersand forest officials during my fieldwork from 2010
to 2011.

14. Recommendations made out of direct observation and
personal interaction with the villagers, forest officials and
from anthropological point of view.

15. Development isamulti dimensional processto progressively
improve the social, economic, cultural and human
conditions of the people.
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