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Abstract 

 

Tribal economy in India before Independence had been characterized by self-reliant village 

economy. This fact was more accurate in case of tribal villages, the economy happened to be 

dependent on barter system of exchange.  It operated along the axis of community cooperation 

utilizing village resource base, the resources having a limited range of use to meet a few and a 

small scale wants of people. But after Independence, tribal villages have been exposed to market 

dominated development forces and   large scale production of goods and services having 

substitutes and complements. These forces have expanded the village resource base linking it to a 

wider economy. Gradually, the traditional self-reliant village economy has opened up and got 

integrated into the national economy. The author has studied two Khampti villages, namely 

Nanam Khampti and Nongtaw Khampti. It is seen that some villages in the area have been 

transforming economically very fast. Such villages have, has a monastery, a primary school and 

water supply provision. The secondary school at Manmow is about one kilometre away. The 

tribal village economy seems to be a consumption based economy rather than the production 

based in the event of integration with the market forces. Elite circulation in social front is found 

confined to traditional elite families in the village. The single post graduate female in Nanam and 

the two post graduate males in Nongtaw belong to the respective Chauman families. Higher level 

of education and income, large size of land holdings, RCC or modified houses, government jobs 

are found positively related to traditional elite families and elite relations ( through matrimonial 

alliance). The author strongly urges to retain the tribal rights intact. Keeping this fact in 

view author urges to immediately prevent the transfer of land, by any means, to non-Khamptis, 

for settlement and agricultural purposes, which may lead to ownership rights, may be prevented 

by law. The paper urges the academic community to undertake the study of the gender 

perspective within the perspective of the development of the village economy. In terms of 

dependence on outside workforce, inroad of market forces to tribal mode of production and 

integration of the tribal economy to the national economy through the implementation of plan 

programmes like formal system of education, are urged to be addressed in terms of the national 

perspective. 

  

  Tribal economy in India before Independence had been characterized by self-reliant 

village economy. Moreover, the economy happened to be dependent on barter system of 

exchange.  It operated along the axis of community cooperation utilizing village resource base, 

the resources having a limited range of use to meet a few and a small scale wants of people. But 
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after Independence, tribal villages have been exposed to market dominated development forces 

and   large scale production of goods and services having substitutes and complements. These 

forces have expanded the village resource base linking it to a wider economy (Behera, 1998 a, b). 

Gradually, the traditional self-reliant village economy has opened up and got integrated in to the 

national economy. 

 

In order to understand the nature of integration it is significant to study the economy of a 

tribal village as the entry point. Such a study, it is assumed, will present the picture of 

diversification of the tribal economy in general and village economy in particular. Moreover, it is 

further assumed that various issues like inequality, demographic characteristics related to 

development of the tribes can be better comprehended at a micro-level. 

 

  Under this background the village economy of two Khampti villages namely, Nanam 

Khampti and Nongtaw Khampti in Namsai-subdivision of Lohit district have been studied. The 

paper is a preliminary enquiry into the issues of tribal development based on field study in the 

sample villages both in general and comparative perspectives. The field study was conducted 

during the last week of February and first week of March,   2008. 

 

 Village profile 

 

The two Khampti villages, namely Nanam Khampti and Nongtaw Khampti have been 

purposively selected.  Nanam is named after the term nanam meaning ‘large paddy field’. The 

village is located near the field that is the granary of seven villages. It is situated five kilometres 

away from Namsai, the sub-divisional headquarters and an urban centre, along Namsai 

Chongkham road. The village is electrified, has a monastery, a primary school and water supply 

provision. The secondary school at Manmow is about one kilometre away. The village being 

nearer to the road and to the sub divisional headquarters, the villagers have access to all the 

facilities like bank, higher secondary school, post office, medical, police, etc. five kilometres away. 

The village is covered with telecommunication and BSNL tower. The change in the village can be 

noticed from 8 pucca houses and 4 modified houses. However, there are still 29 traditional 

houses which point to the existence of inequality in the village.    

 

On the other hand, Nongtaw Khampti is located   about 30 kilometres away from Namsai 

and 15 kilometres away from the district major road. A fair-weather road connects it to the 

district major road. People have to walk at least 20 kilometres to the nearest bus stop, secondary 

school and post office. However, the village has a VLW,  middle school and a dispensary that 

opens twice a week if the weather is good. The pharmacist comes from Inao 15 kilometres away 

from the village. The teachers and VLW stay at Inao and commute daily. It has been reported that 

Nongtaw is malaria prone area and the water is full of iron and unhealthy. The village, named 

after the lake (nong) with large number of tortoise (taw) population   is considered to be the 

interior most Khampti village as far as communication is concerned. In this village there are 7 

modified houses and 84 traditional houses. 
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Demographic features 

 

   When the society moves from the traditional stage to the modern stage    along the path 

of development, noticeable changes take place in the demographic features like age composition 

of the population, sex ratio, size of family, literacy occupational diversity, etc. Though there are 

no comparable data available in this regard, we have discussed some aspects of demographic 

feature relating to the Khampti villages selected for study. 

 

Table-1 

Age group wise distribution of population in sample villages 

Age 

group 

 

Nanam Nongtaw Total 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Persons 

0-1 0 

(0.00) 

1 

(0.82) 

4  

(1.62) 

19 

(7.79) 

4 

 (1.04) 

20 

(5.48) 

24 

(3.21) 

1-7 30 

(22.22) 

21 

(17.36) 

55 

 (22.27) 

53 

(21.72) 

85 

(22.25) 

74 

(20.27) 

159 (21.21) 

7-14 32  

(23.70) 

26  

(21.49) 

51 

(20.65) 

35 

(14.34) 

83 

(21.73) 

61 

(16.71) 

144 (19.28) 

14-25 22 

(16.30) 

15 

(12.40) 

43 

(17.40) 

43 

(17.62) 

65 

(17.02) 

58 

(15.89) 

123 (16.47) 

25-59 43 

(31.85) 

49 

(40.50) 

80  

(32.39) 

74 

(30.33) 

123 

(32.20) 

123 

(33.70) 

246 (32.93) 

60 and 

above 

8 

(5.93) 

9 

(7.43) 

14  

(5.67) 

20 

(8.20) 

22  

(5.76) 

29 

(7.95) 

51 

(6.82) 

Total 

in all 

age 

groups 

135 

(100.0) 

121 

(100.00) 

247 

(100.00) 

244 

(100.00) 

382 

(100.00) 

365 

(100.00) 

747 

(100.00) 

Source: Field study 

 

  The Khampti villages studied vary in terms of the size of households and population. In 

Nanam, the number of households is recorded 41 with a population of 256 persons with 135 male 

and 121 female (Table-1). This gives a family size of about 6 persons on an average and a sex ratio 

of 896:1000 in the village. In contrast, in Nongtaw, the number of household stands at 91 with the 

average family size of about 5 as the population of the village recorded is 491 persons with 247 

male and 244 female. The sex ratio stands at 988:1000. For the two villages, the average family 

size is about 5.6 and the sex ratio 955:1000. 

 

  It may be calculated from Table-1 that   within the age group of 0-7 male population 

constitutes 22.22 per cent and 23.89 per cent and female population 18.18 per cent and 29.51 per 

cent of total population in each category in Nanam and Nongtaw respectively.  The same stands 

at 23.70 per cent and 38.06 for male and 21.49 per cent and 14.06 per cent for female within the 

age group 7-14 in the two villages. The two groups have been considered as the class size of both 

the classes is same. Except female population in Nongtaw, there is a decline in both male and 
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female population in the age group of 0-7 as compared to the age group 7-14. Though a definite 

conclusion can not be drawn, still it can be stated with reference to the observation and interview 

during field study that couples presently avail medical facility for the gaping between two 

children. A simple calculation will further show that the percentage of population in higher age 

groups with large class intervals is comparatively low. This has another implication. People did 

not have proper population education   and they were not aware of family planning measures. 

Moreover, the facilities were not available as they are at present. Even Anganwadi workers play a 

major role in creating awareness in this regard. It is because of the lack of   facilities and 

awareness death rates were high. 

 

Marital status 

 

  Table-2 presents the data on marital status in two sample villages. Marriage is universal 

and child marriage does not prevail in the community. Within the age group of 14-25, only 9.09 

per cent and 13.95 per cent of male and 13.33 per cent and 25.58 per cent of female cases of total 

population under each category have been record under marital status in Nanam and Nongtaw 

villages respectively. Though the class was formed to record child marriage, it was found that 

there was no marriage below 18 years of age of girls and 20 for boys. Within the age group 25-29 

this stands at 100 per cent and 93.75 for male and 87.76 per cent and 93.24 per cent for female 

population respectively in the same villages. 

Table-2 

Statement showing marital status in the two sample villages 

Age 

group 

Nanam Nongtaw Total 

Male  Female Male  Female Male  Female Persons 

Up to 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

14-25 2 2 6 11 8 13 21 

25-59 42 43 75 69 117 112 229 

60+ 9 10 14 21 23 31 54 

Total 53 55 95 101 148 156 304 

Source: Same as Table-1 

 

 

    Less than 100 per cent for boys in Nongtaw is due to the fact that there are some unmarried 

male members after 25 years of age. But in both the villages unmarried female   members have 

been recorded beyond 25 years of age. From field experience it can be stated that girls do not find 

husband of their choice because of education factor and opium/drug addiction among boys.  

There are girls in their late thirties who are still unmarried. 

 

  It is found during field study that   from Nanam two girls have married to non-

Khamptis.  On the other hand three non-Khampti brides have been brought to Khampti families. 

These girls belong to Shyam, Nyishi and Nepali communities and are service holders. Contrarily, 

the girls married to outsiders, one Bihari and one Assamese, are below middle standard in 

education and working as housewives.  In Nongtaw Khampti six girls have married to non-

Khamptis belonging to Assamese (four), Nepali (1) and Shyam (1) communities. One girl married 

to an Assamese of Titabar area is separated and living with parents. Similar is the case of the girl 



A  STUDY OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC DYNAMICS… 

5 

 

married to a Shyam. The girls who marry to non-Khamptis and go to settle as housewives in their 

husbands’ native places do not have happy marital life in most of the cases. So there is separation 

or divorce. 

 

Literacy and level of education 

 

  Rate of literacy in two villages, as can be seen in Table-3, is comparatively higher among 

the male members than female counterparts. But female literacy is comparatively very low and is 

still lower in Nongtaw. The reason could be attributed to the fact that   access to education in 

general and women education in particular was late due to late opening of the school in the 

village. That is why elder male and female members are  

Table-3 

Statement showing literacy rate among the population studied 

Population Nanam Nongtaw Total of two villages 

Male 90.0 78.0 83.0 

Female 81.0 42.0 56.0 

Total 86.0 61.0 70.0 

Source: Same as Table-1 

 

 

found illiterate. This also explains the inter-village difference in literacy for both male and female 

population. But rate of literacy does not go with the level of education. Table-4 shows that only 

18 per cent and 8 per cent of male and 16 per cent and 3 per cent female population in two 

villages have educational level up to Class-X and beyond. Only one case of a female and two 

cases of male post graduate have been recorded in two villages.   

Table-4 

Statement showing level of education among the population studied 

Level Nanam Nongtaw 

Male Female Male Female 

Class-X 6 7 6 3 

Class-XII 10 4 3 2 

Graduate 3 4 4 0 

P.G & others 0 1 2 0 

Total 19  (18%) 16 (16%) 15 (8%) 5 (3%) 

Source: Same as Table-1 

 

Occupational distribution 

  

Being tribal villages, the traditional village economy could be subsistence in nature with 

agriculture, handicrafts, forest activities and livestocks as economic activities.   Barter system of 

exchange is the characteristic of such a village economy which is also self-reliant. But due to plan 

programmes after Independence economic diversification, of course at a low intensity, could be 

noticed with reference to Table-5. There is no industrial activity as a source of income for any 

family tin the village. Involvement of female in the process of development could be noticed from 

their employment in government jobs. However, their traditional role still dominates their 
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occupation. The village economy is predominantly an agricultural economy with nascent 

business activities. There are also emerging plantation and horticultural activities enumerated 

under agriculture and business head.  

 

In Nanam there are four shops run by the Khampti individuals belonging to two 

Phanchau clans. But in Nongtaw two shops are run by the outsiders while three by the Khamptis. 

However, the license of the shop is   issued in the name of a Khampti who receives rent from the   

outside shopkeeper. Further, the Khampti individuals who run the shops are also reported being 

engaged in agriculture.  Those who are also in contract works are also reported being engaged in 

agriculture during peak season. In fact it is learnt from the cross-checking of the information from 

cross-sections of people-both Khamptis and non-Khamptis- that involvement of Khampti males 

in agriculture is of supervisory nature. Womenfolk and wage labour from tenant households or 

other non-Khampti families living in the village engage in agriculture. Sometimes they hire 

labour from near by Assamese villages. The ladies working in schools or offices nearer to the 

village also render helping hand during peak agricultural seasons. Obviously, there is a form of 

disguised unemployment of male folks in agriculture. Paradoxically, there is a demand for labour 

force from outside in spite of the fact that male members within the age group of 14-25 are almost 

unemployed even if they are not studying. But many of them have been reported as employed in 

agriculture. Similarly, the engagement of male members between 25-59 years of age in agriculture 

is like a part time work. One can observe a high level of disguised unemployment of these male 

members. 

Table-5 

Statement showing occupational distribution in sample villages 

 

Activities Nanam Nongtaw Total 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Agriculture 48 - 90 - 138 - 

Agriculture & household  54 - 113 - 167 

Business - -  - - - 

Agriculture & business 6 - 20 -  26 - 

Government jobs 11 10 13 4  24 14 

Total working population 65 (135) 64 (121) 123 (247) 117 

(244) 

188 

(382) 

181 (365) 

Dependents 70 

(51.9%) 

57 

(47.1%) 

124 

(50.2%) 

127 

(52.0%) 

194 

(50.8%) 

184 

(50.4%) 

 

Source: Same as Table-1 

Note:  Figures in the parentheses show total population in all age groups. Figures 

without parentheses in the row, ‘total working population’, show total working 

population within the age group   14-59 years under male and female category. 

       

It is to be mentioned that in Nanam there are 50 outside households who are tenant or 

agricultural labour households. However, from both the types of households persons are found 

working in tea garden. In Nongtaw three tenant households came with five families who 

established the village in 1962. But presently, the tenant households have increased to 22 
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including the 8 bifurcated from the initial 3 households due to population growth.  The total out 

side population in households supplying labour force to Nanam is 337 (including children) and 

to Nongtaw is 178 (including children). The children are found engaged as baby sitter or 

otherwise in many households. The labour population is evidently 132 per cent and 36 per cent of 

total population of Nanam and Nongtaw villages respectively. This excludes the demand for 

labour force during peak agricultural season. The demand for wage labour comes not only from 

those households which have settled in villages and who cultivate land more than their family 

source of labour can support, but from those who have migrated to the place of work or to 

Namsai (4 families from Nanam and 8 from Nongtaw are absentee cultivators). 

 

  The work participation issue has another dimension. It is found that the ladies working 

in offices nearer to the village or as Anganwadi workers share household responsibilities 

including agricultural works during peak season. The day scholar girls are found helping in 

household works in the morning and evening. The hostellers during vacation learn weaving and 

render helping hand in household works. That is why persons above 14 years of age have been 

reported as workers in household or in agriculture or in both for girls even though there are 

students.   The boys of the same age group have been reported under agricultural work even 

though they are students and do not have any tangible contribution like the female counterparts1.  

That the male folks on an average do not have tangible contribution to agricultural labour is 

evident from the demand for outside labour.  A further study on the labour participation in terms 

of hours   per unit of cultivated land for paddy and other crops will give quantitative data on the 

contribution of family labour, male and female, and wage labour in the field of agriculture. 

 

The emerging economic activities in tribal villages   “requires that economic reproduction 

should take place” (Mathew, 1980: 9). Economic reproduction requires production of the means 

of material existence and production of labour-force. In this context Engel  has  observed that 

“the determining factor in history is…  The production and reproduction of immediate life. But 

this itself is of two fold character. On the one hand, the production in the means of 

subsistence…on the other, the production of human beings themselves” (Engels, 1977:6).  But 

conditions for reproduction of labour force within the village economy do not exist in the short 

run to meet demand for labour in the process of economic transformation. Consequently, the 

inflow of out-side labour-force to the economy is encouraged for initiating development 

measures and for providing social goods to those engaged in the process. 

 

Industrial activities 

 

                                                 
1 The boys are found freer than girls in sharing household responsibility. As a result the girls do not get 

enough time for study.  The boys on the other hand being more freer develop intimate relationship 

indiscriminately with any one they take interest in the bazaar and in the village. Their friend circle includes 

more of anti-social characters and as a result they fall victim to   drugs and other type of delinquent 

activities. They do not study even though they have more time with them. Drug and opium addiction is   
found a menace among youths in Khampti area because of this laxity given to   male members. This is 

further facilitated by money income which does not find use in any productive or acceptable consumption 

purpose. 
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 Every family in two sample villages weave lungi,   the green sash and bag for home 

consumption. Sometimes, they sell one or two pieces for procuring consumable items.   By and 

large, the products are complementary to the clothing needs of the people as the Khamptis do not 

exclusively depend on home woven clothes. The weaving is the domain of activities of the 

women. 

 

Aspects of income and expenditure 

 

 Economic diversification and monetisation of the economy have given money income to 

the people in the village. But the money income has shown a trend of inequality across the 

households as can be seen from Table-6. There is also inter-village inequality in terms of access to 

income. In Nongtaw no family earns annual income above Rs50, 00,000. The table of reference 

shows distribution of households in two villages according to the size of annual income. 

 

Expenditure 

 

 Though   quantitative data   could not be collected on expenditure pattern of households 

in the two sample villages, it is observed that in a Khampti household there is very less money 

expenditure on food items as they produce their own rice. The vegetables they use are either 

produced or gathered. The expenditure they incur on fish, meat, oil, salt etc. is largely met from 

the sale of rice. The money expenditure on raw materials for weaving clothes can be balanced 

from the sale proceeds of one or two cloth items. However, they spend on mill made clothes and 

girls spend on cosmetics. The education of children in Arunachal Pradesh is subsidised and 

annual expenditure   including picnic, subsidised examination and admission fees, etc. on it may 

be around two thousands for a secondary school student.  The Khampti households also spend a 

little amount towards monastery expenses, social occasions and religious purposes. Most of these 

expenditures are not regular features. Apart from these expenditures, there occurs hardly any 

other expenditure in an average Khampti household worth mentioning.  That is why the money 

income is diverted to the consumption of drugs, opium and drinking   

Table-6 

 Distribution of households according to the size of income 

Income level (in Rupees) 

 

Households 

Nanam Nongtaw Total 

Up to 50,000   2   5   7 

50,000 -1,00,000   6 17 23 

1,00,000 - 3,00,000 15 35 50 

3,00,000 - 5,00,000            11 25 36 

5,00,000 - 10,00,000   2   7   9 

10,00,000 -  50,00,000   3   2   5 

50,00,000 +   2   0   2 

Source: Same as Table-1 

Note: (i) Includes income from agriculture, service, business, contract works, etc. The 

figure shows gross income. 

(ii) The classes have been constructed on the basis of the income figure available. 
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Rural Indebtedness 

 

Interestingly money lending is found to have emerged with the introduction of the 

market economy. The shopkeepers and about five Khampti households in two villages have been 

recorded dealing in money. During agricultural off season or emergency time, households 

borrow money which they repay during harvesting season. Usually, for   one hundred rupees 

lent, the lender gets three tins of paddy which sales for three hundred rupees in the market. 

Similarly, they also lend against mustard seeds   and the seeds collected fetch the lender an 

amount three times of the capital lent. 

Land relations and socio economic issues 

 

As per the custom, a family enjoys usufructuary right to landed property in a village in 

which it settles. On migration it ceases the ownership right in the village and acquires the 

usufructuary right in land in  the new village   by cultivating the community land till it  reclaims 

a community plot  by  developing it for   permanent cultivation (Behera,1994:58-60).  

Traditionally, a family could not enjoy usufructuary rights in land in two or more villages. But at 

present 8 households from Nongtaw Khampti and 4 from Nanam Khampti have migrated to 

Namsai urban centre but still hold the  usufructuary right in land in their respective villages. 

Unlike earlier practice of labour organisation which consisted of family labour and community 

labour on mutual reciprocity, these migrated families engage wage labour or/and lease out land 

on one-thirds basis to non-Khamptis. 

 

As land was a community property, it could not be sold or brought. But land has become 

a commodity whose ownership could be transferred. The usufructuary right has been  converted 

to  individual ownership rights and as such a family can settle in two or more villages by 

purchasing land or can own land in the villages(s) other than his own without shifting the 

establishment. The sons get equal share of parental land. If land falls short of demand in a 

household due to rise in population, it generally occupies community land with due permission 

from Chauman or can purchase if available. 

 

The village land is found divided into individual and community land. In fact every 

household was allotted land for homestead, wet rice field and dry land cultivation on equality 

principle depending on the population of the family at the time of allotment and keeping an eye 

in future. Every household enjoys individual right over the allotted land which it can dispose of 

to any Khampti house hold of any village. The remaining village land earmarked for pasture and 

forest land belongs to the community under the customary ownership right of the Chauman. He 

can allot the land to an individual Khampti household on the merit of the demand and he can use 

the land for himself also. He can allot land to the government on compensation or free for 

developmental activities or establishment of institutions. He can sell the land after using a plot 

for his household. 

Table-7 

 Distribution of households according to the size of landholdings (in ha.) 

.Size of 

Landholdings 

Nanam Nongtaw  

No. of 

households 

% of total 

households 

No. of 

households 

% of total 

households 
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Up to 1.0 2 4.9 3 3.3 

1.0 -4.0 10 24.4 42 46.1 

4.0-10.0 17 41.4 36 39.6 

10.0-20.0 3 7.3 6 6.6 

20.0-30.0 5 12.2 2 2.2 

30.0-50.0 2 4.9 2 2.2 

50.0 and above 2 4.9 0 0.0 

Total households 41 100.0 91 100.0 

   Source: Same as Table-1 

 

Table-8 

Cropping pattern according to size of landholdings and households 

Size of 

Landholdings 

Nanam Nongtaw 

Crops grown No of 

households 

Crops grown No of 

households 

Up to 1.0 Paddy, vegetable  Paddy, vegetable  

1.0 -4.0 Paddy, vegetable  Paddy, vegetable  

4.0-10.0 Paddy, vegetable, 

ginger, mustard 

 Paddy, vegetable  

10.0-20.0 Paddy, vegetable, 

ginger, mustard 

 Paddy, ginger, 

vegetable, mustard 

 

20.0-30.0 Paddy,vegetable, 

ginger, mustard, 

orange 

 Paddy, vegetable  

30.0-50.0 Paddy, vegetable, 

ginger, mustard, 

orange, tea plantation 

 Paddy, vegetable, 

took, bamboo and 

orange plantation 

 

50.0 and above Paddy, vegetable, 

ginger, mustard, 

orange, tea plantation 

 -----  

Source: Same as Table-1 

 

The emerging trend of privatisation of landed property and prevalent customary rights 

of ownership of land vested in the Chauman has created inequality in land holdings. The 

landholdings under use by the households in two villages have been shown in Table-7. Table-8 

shows the distribution of households according to the size of landholdings cultivating different 

crops. Households will small size of landholdings cultivate only paddy and vegetable while 

households with large size holdings go for the cultivation of commercial crops like mustard seed, 

ginger, etc.  There are two households which have gone for tea plantation and they have large 

size of holdings. It can be stated that those who have more landed property have gone for 

commercial crops and tea plantation. 

 

More than 80 households in Nongtaw and four households in Nanam are found having 

poppy cultivation in their compound in a small scale. 
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Table-9 

Households and landholdings 

Nanam Nongtaw 

No. of Households Land owned for 

cultivation (in ha) 

No. of Households Land owned for 

cultivation 

2 3  3 4 

10 32 42 123 

17 117 36 189 

3 47 6 95 

5 130 2 49 

2 92 2 65 

2 165 0 0 

41 586 91 525 

Source: Same as Table-1 

 

Evidently, the households having more land are recorded cultivating commercial crops 

and venturing for horticultural and plantation crops. A positive relationship can be observed 

between large landholdings and cultivation of various commercial and plantation crops. 

 

  There is a clear evidence of emerging inequality in the distribution of landholdings 

among the households as shown in Table-9. 

 

 A simple calculation with reference to Table-9 shows that   two households at the bottom 

hold 0.5 per cent and top two households 28 per cent of cultivated land in Nanam village. 

Further, 71 per cent of the households at the bottom hold 26 percent and top 29 per cent 74 

percent of the cultivated land in the same village. In Nongtaw, bottom 89 per cent of households 

hold 60 per cent and top 11 per cent 40 per cent of total cultivated land. 

Analysis of Findings 

 In the following paragraphs we analyse some of the findings from the foregoing 

discussion.  

1.  The economy of a tribal village is no more self-reliant. It is not an isolated, but an integrated 

economy, though the level of integration has a dependency on national economy. This is 

because the integration with the economy out side the village has   consumption as the basis. 

2. The economy of one tribal village is not integrated with the economy of another tribal village; 

rather all villages have been linked to the market economy. 

3. Customary land tenure along the ownership rights with Chauman (village chief) and Chaufa 

(Khampti chief) and the emerging land use pattern for commercial purpose have resulted in 

unequal  distribution of landholdings.   

4.  The    economic activities in excess of the supply of labour force in the economy add to the 

already existing work load of the female members and encourage the demand for outside 

labour. The inflow of non-Khampti population not only alters the demographic composition 
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in Khampti villages but also encourages matrimonial relations. Matrimonial relations along 

with school education is found affecting the mother tongue of the children.2 

5.  The increase in outside population affects the forest resource adversely as they mostly 

depend on the forest for fuel and house building materials. The village community resource 

is used by some households indirectly through their tenant or agricultural labour households 

for which they do not make any payment to the community. Even in their economic pursuit 

in tea plantation and horticultural gardens the villagers are not employed. 

6. An interesting trend has been noticed because of the emerging individual rights in land. A 

daughter also presently enjoys right to parental property on the occasion of   marriage to an 

outsider and subsequent settlement in the village. There are two and four cases reported 

from Nanam and Nongtaw villages respectively. 

There is a concern over the development of usufructuary rights in land to a married 

daughter settling in the village. The father-in-law can purchase village land or land of any 

other Khampti village and transfer it to the outsider son-in law. This possibility has two 

social implications. First, the outsider becomes the member of the village and enjoys 

participatory rights in rituals and social occasions including political rights. Two outsiders in 

Nanam and one in Nongtaw have been reported of being selected to Gram panchayat as 

members. There is one case of the household staying in the village due to matrimonial 

relation and the other as tenant household. 

The second one is the issue relating to   identity of the outsider household in the long run 

or to a new identity formation in the tribal village. The Khampti village with the outsider 

member maintaining its own identity (title, caste, religion, etc) will emerge as a village which 

can not be exclusively the village of the Khamptis who have their own racial origin. On 

adoption of a Khampti title, by the members of the outsider household the same situation 

will emerge. 

7. The scenario of development of tribal villages is found lacking gender sensitivity. The 

womenfolk not only perform their traditional role but also undertake the new responsibilities 

which have come up in the process of development and which suit to their status-role frame 

(also see Behera1998-99, 2001). On the other hand, the male members are found having ways, 

by engaging outside labour, to enjoy more leisure. 

8. In the process of development the control of the family and the society on boys has 

declined. The traditional mechanism and institutional arrangement have not been adjusted 

efficiently to the tune of present needs.  The emerging arrangement has not been internalised 

in the community. There co-exist the old and the emerging values which perhaps have 

loosened its control over male population, especially adolescent boys. The families and the 

society are found over burdened to shoulder the dual responsibility of preserving the 

traditional values and at the same time internalising the emerging ethics of the market 

economy. The gap created under such a situation has been filled up by anti-social forces 

which have already controlled the imagination of the youths. 

                                                 
2 Due to interaction with non-Khampti population in the village and outside, parents’ (where both are not 

Khamptis) conversation in   Assamese or Hindi, conversation in  Hindi and Assamese and less frequently in 

English in School environment, influence of boarding and private schools, etc., the Khampti children   do 

not know their mother tongue perfectly. The language does not have a need for the job in the job market in 

this era of globalization.  
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Availability of outside workforce, almost unchanging status-role of female members and 

overarching patriarchal nature of the society has ensured more leisure for the male members. 

The idle population with the income they earn and with their ‘limited consumption pattern’, 

they indulge in the consumption of drugs and opium. Addiction has double channels of   

draining out the family income: first is the cost of drugs and second is the cost of treatment of 

drug addicts. The tribal village economy seems to be a consumption based economy rather 

than the production based in the event of integration with the market forces. 

9. Elite circulation in social front is found confined to traditional elite families in the village. 

The single post graduate female in Nanam and the two post graduate males in Nongtaw 

belong to the respective Chauman families. 

10. Higher level of education and income, large size of land holdings, RCC or modified houses, 

government jobs are found positively related to traditional elite families and elite relations ( 

through matrimonial alliance). 

 

 Conclusions and Propositions: 

 

  In conclusion the following suggestions can be made which have policy implications. 

 

 

(i) The emergence of inequality in landholdings demands immediate attention for land reform 

measures. 

(ii) The transfer of land by any means to non-Khamptis for settlement and agricultural purposes, 

which may lead to ownership rights, may be prevented by law. 

(iii) In terms of dependence on outside workforce, inroad of market forces to tribal mode of 

production and integration of the tribal economy to the national economy through the 

implementation of plan programmes like formal system of education, the concept of tribal 

development needs to be addressed in terms of the national perspective. Otherwise, the co-

existence of both traditional and modern systems will create confusion from which the vested 

interests and dominant groups will benefit (see Behera, 1994: 346).    

(iv) The gender perspective is required to be given more importance in the process of 

development of the economy of a tribal village. 
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