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ABSTRACT:

This paper addresses the socio-economic status of the scheduled tribes

in Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh. In the sample, majority of the households are
from KondaDoratribe. More than 70 per cent of the sample population areilliterate. Cultivation
is the primary occupation of most heads of the sample households. Income from cultivation
supports majority of the sample population. M ore than 53 per cent of the cultivators have farm
income around Rs.2000/- to Rs.5000/- Even though the wage laborers are more in the sample
population, the share of income derived from that is less when compared to cultivation. There
is aneed to put more attention on educational aspects of the scheduled tribes, this can only be
achieved by motivating the younger generation.

INTRODUCTION

The scheduled tribes are the segregated and
isolated communities and are largely concentrated
in the states of Orissa, Jnarkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
AndhraPradesh, Maharastra, Gujarat and Rajasthan
where they constitute about 80 per cent of the
scheduled tribe population of India. In some of the
North-Eastern states also they form more than 80
per cent of their population, and mostly live on the
hillsidesand forests. They areisolated from therest
of the society due to poor transportation and
communication facilities and have remained as
educationally, culturally, economically and socially
disadvantaged sections. Scheduled tribes have been
considered to belowest in the social hierarchy. Being
mostly illiterate, they have been subjected to all
kinds of exploitation — social, economic and
political. They comprised about 6.87, 6.82, 7.76,
8.08 and 8.60 per cent of India’s population in
1961,1971,1981,1991 and 2001 Census of India
respectively.
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Even today, widely pervasive reality in respect
of tribal communitiesin Indiais that most of them
are geographically isolated, economically weak,
socially ignorant, politically indifferent, culturally
rich, behaviourally simple, trustworthy and leading
ther lifein thelap of nature. They arefacing problems,
which force them to lead a life at bare subsistence
level. Most of them arein the situation featured with
poverty, deprivation, disadvantages which aredifficult
tobetackled effectively on their own and making the
government in particular and society in genera to
intervenein a planned manner to solve the miseries
of tribes and facilitate their devel opment process. A
large number of tribal communities continue to be
extremely backward and someof them are still in the
primitivefood gathering stage, whereas some others
have progressed fairly in terms of economic and
educational advancement.

In Visakhapatnam district, the growth rate of
tribal population from 1981 to 2001 is 57 per cent.
For Andhra Pradesh and Indiait is58 and 63 per cent
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respectively. Thisindicates that growth rate of tribal
population in Visakhapatnam digrict islessthan that
of state and national averagerespectively.

The share of tribal population in the total
population of Visakhapatnam increased marginally
from 13.74 t0 14.55 from 1981 to 2001, the samefor
AndhraPradesh and Indiastands at 5.93 t0 6.59 and
7.6 10 8.20 respectively.

METHODSAND MATERIALS

The primary data comprise of collecting
information from the selected sample tribal
households in the tribal areas of Visakhapatnam
district of Andhra Pradesh by way of canvassing a
structured schedule among them. In addition, the
secondary dataare a sotaken from the Chief Planning
Officer, Visakhapatnam Didtrict. The primary datahas
been collected during the month of June and July of
2007. A sample of 138 households was selected for
the study. A multi-stage random sampling technique
was employed to sel ect the sample households. In the
first stage, Visakhapatnam district of AndhraPradesh
was sel ected for the study. Then, Anantagiri mandal
from thedistrict wasselected. Inthethird stage, four
villages from the mandal were selected. Those are
Damuku, Ananthagiri, Chilakalagedda and
Khambhavalasa. In the fourth stage, all the tribal
households in the sample villages were interviewed
with a pre-prepared schedule.

This paper analyse the soci 0-economic status of
the sampl e householdstaking into consideration heads
of the households, educational qualifications, type of
drinking water, specific classification of caste/tribe,
type of occupation, and extent of land cultivated etc.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1 describes the gender-wise classification
of the head of the households in the sample. Out of
the sample of 138 in Visakhapatnam district, male
householdsheadsare 121, and theremaining 17 are
female heads of the household. With regard to the
overall sample households, the male headed
househol dsare morethan femal e headed househol ds.
In these communities only 12 per cent of the
househol ds are headed by females. The existence of
the femal e-headed househol ds does not indicate the
existence of matrilineal societies but in those
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particular households, the males are not alive. This
may be because of the reduced level of the life
expectancy and other reasons, like epidemics being
on rampagein those particul ar areas.

TABLE 1
Heads of the household surveyed in the study area

Sex Household heads
Male 121(87.68)*
Female 17(12.32)
Total 138(100.00)

*Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 2 denotes the classification of educational
qualification of the head of the householdsin thetotal
sample households. In the district, out of 138
households, the illiterate heads are 115. The head of
the households having primary and secondary
educational qualificationsare only twenty in number.
Itisvery sadtonotethat out of thetotal sample surveyed
the househol d heads having higher education areonly
of three households. The literacy rate with regard to
the head of the householdsisonly 16.67 per cent.

With regard to the overall sample, theilliterate
heads constitute more than 83 per cent. It is an
indication that nearly 93 per cent of the heads of the
households are either illiterates or with primary
education. Thisindicates theinadequate performance
of the governmental programmes, which aretoraise
the educational status of the scheduled tribesin the
study area.

TABLE 2
Educational qualifications of the head of the household

Educational qualification Household heads
Iliterate 115(83.34)*
Primary 14(10.15)
Secondary 6(4.35)
Higher 3(2.17)
Total 138(100.00)

*Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 3 shows the classification of the total
sample households with regard to their specific
community. Although thisisnot a predetermined one,
only these tribes have been found in the selected
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samplevillageswhich have been surveyed.

In the present analysis, we have come across
different tribes such as Konda Dora, Manne Dora,
Nooka and Mooka Dora, Gadaba, Kotiya, Bagata,
Yerakulaand Valmiki. In the sample of the district,
majority of the households belongs to the tribe of
Konda Dorawith 76 per cent, and the next majority
tribeis Bagatarepresenting 10 per cent of thesample.

TABLE 3

Distribution of sample households based on their
community affiliation

Community groups Number of households

Konda Dora 105(76.10)*
Manne Dora -
Nooka & Mooka Dora 3(2.17)
Gadaba 9(6.52)
Kotiya 4(2.89)
Bagata 14(10.14)
Yerakula -
Valmiki 3(2.17)
Total 138(100.00)

*Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table4 showsthereligion-wise classification of
the sample households. In the sampling process, asit
isnot a predetermined one, we have comeacrossonly
two religious groups, Hinduism and the Christianity.

In the survey area of the district, out of 138
sample households, 116 (84%) belong to Hinduism
(semi-Hinduised ) and the rest are found to be
adhering to Christianity in thefar-flung places, thisis
quiteinteresting.

TABLE 4
Distribution of the sample households based on religion

Religion Number of households
Hinduism 116(84.05)*
Christianity 22(15.94)
Total 138(100.00)

*Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 5 presents the educational qualifications
of the total sample population surveyed. The levels
of education are divided in to three categories.
‘Primary’ leve indicates the standard from first to
fifth class, ‘Secondary’ leve indicates the standard
from sixth to 10" class, and the ‘' Higher’ educational
level indicates the classes above 10" standard, this
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classification standsfor thisoperational purposeonly.

In the study area, out of 537 persons who are
abovefiveyears, 377 areilliterates, assuch morethan
70 per cent people do not know how to read and write.
Although there are persons who have educational
qualifications, that number isfar below than thelevel
of illiterates. The male literacy rate is 36 per cent,
and that of females is 24 per cent. In the case of
literacy, the government is doing alot but the actual
picture expects more than that isbeing implemented
till now.

TABLES

Distribution of sample population (more than 5 years of age-
group) according to their educational qualifications

Level of education Male Female Total

Illiterate 171 206 377

(64.29)* (76.01) (70.20)

Primary 59 44 103

(22.18) (16.24) (19.18)

Secondary 24 16 40

(9.02) (5.90) (7.45)

Higher 12 5 17

(4.51) (1.85) (3.17)

Total 266 271 537

(100.00) (100.00) (100.00)

Literacy rate 35.72 23.98 29.79
percentage

*Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table6 brings out the classification of thesample
households based on whether their children (6-
1lyears) are in school or not. In the sample of
Visakhapatnam district, 17 per cent of thehouseholds
havedigible children not going toschool. Thisisan
indicator of backwardnessin thisregion. Thereisneed
to enhance the income of the parents and to motivate
them so that they can send their children to schoal.

TABLE 6

Distribution of the sample households indicating expression
about their children in school (6-11) years

Expression by Number of households

household member

Yes 38 (27.54)*
No 23(16.67)
NA 77(55.80)
Total 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage
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Table 7 present the classification of the sample
householdsbased on thetype of the source of drinking
water. Thisvariableisconsidered becausein theforest
areas, lack of safedrinking water isthe main reason
for high disease prevalence. In fact, these areas are
likedisease prone areaswherethey arethefirst to be
affected in the country with any type of disease.
Nevertheless, thisis only one of the reasons for the
high rate of disease prevalence.

In the study area, out of 138 households sample
only 30 per cent are able to get protected source of
drinking water. Thisindicatesthat themajority of the
sampleisfar away from the use of safedrinking water.
This indicates that much more action-oriented
activitiesareneeded in this part of thedistrict.

TABLE 7

Distribution of sample households according to the
availability of quality drinking water

Quality of drinking water Number of households

Protected 42(30.00)*
Unprotected 96(69.00)
Total 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 8 describes classification of the sample
households based on the type of their house. Houses
have been classified into three types. ‘ Pucca’ house
isatype of house built by concrete and having some
facilities like own toilet facility, separate rooms for
persons and so on. ‘ Semi-Pucca’ house is a typical
houseinthetribal areas. Thewalls of the semi-pucca
housesare built by brick; have largetileson thetop,
the house has been provided through the food for work
progranme. The ‘thatched’ houses have mud walls
and palm leaves as their roof top cover.

In the sample, out of 138 households, morethan
58 per cent haveatypical semi-puccatribal house. In

TABLE 8
Distribution of sample households according to the type of
dwelling
Type Number of households
Pucca 5(3.62)*
Semi-Pucca 81(58.70)
Thatched 52(37.68)
Total 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage
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addition, nearly 38 per cent of them have thatched
houses. Nearly 96 per cent of the households do not
have proper housing facilities in the sample survey
areaof thedidtrict.

Table 9 showsthe classification of the households
based on whether they have ration cards or not. The
typical ration card is an indicator of the services
provided by the government and thelevel of economic
status of the househol dsin the government’ srecords.
The households with a ‘White' card are |ow-level
income persons and are provided with essential
commaoditiesat subsidised pricesand other facilities.
The households with a ‘Pink’ card indicate high
income of the households. No card indicates that none
of the services are provided to them from the part of
thegovernment side. In the survey area of thedistrict,
out of 138 sample househol ds mgjority of them (83%)
are bel ow poverty line and the people arein need of
external help in the form of health, food and other
basi c amenities.

TABLE 9

Distribution of sample households according to the
possession of ration card type

Type of ration card Number of households

White 114(82.61)*
Pink 2(1.45)
No card 22(15.94)
Total 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 10 shows the occupation-wise
classification of the sample heads of the househol ds.
In the sample survey of 138 households, 107 (77.5%)
arein cultivation andtheremaining arein wagelabour,
employees, housewives and some practicing non-

TABLE 10

Distribution of primary occupation of the heads of the
households in the study sample

Occupation Number of households
Cultivation 107(77.5)*
Wage labour 24(17.39)
Non-agricultural activities 3(2.17)
Employee 1(0.72)
House wife 3(2.17)
Others -
Total 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage
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agricultural activities. Heremajority of thehousehol ds
depend on agriculture for their livelihood. Here the
agricultural cultivation is playing the key role, and
thetribalsareengaged in settled cultivation.

Table 11 reveals the occupational pattern
practised in the study area. For operational purposes,
they aretaken as, personspractising cultivation, wage
labour, non-agricultural activities, employees,
students, and housewife. Inthe sudy area, 178 persons
are cultivators, in which, males form more than 77
per cent of the share but it isinteresting to see some
women are also depending on cultivation. It isalso
observed that both men and women are engaged as
wagelabourers.

But as the agricultural sector can provide only
seasonal employment, the government should
encourage the peoplewho arewilling to take up self-
employment, and encourage small-scaleindustriesin
such areasthat could create employment for a number
of persons. It isinteresting to see that many women
aretaking up different occupationsin the survey area.

TABLE 11

Distribution of the sample population of males and females
according to the occupational types

Occupational types Male Female Total
Cultivation 161(90.45)* 17(9.55) 178(100.00)
Wage labour 198(54.54) 165(45.45) 363(100.00)
Non-agricultural 3(100.00) - 3(100.00)
activities

Employee 1(100.00) - 1(100.00)
Students 47(52.81)  42(47.19) 89(100.00)
House wife — 42(100.00)  42(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 12 gives the classification of the sample
househol ds, who are practising other occupationsfor
their earning. Majority of the works are in
agriculture, the government sponsors some other
works, like bamboo work — basket weaving and the
other works stand for non-agricultural works. In the
study area, out of the sample of 138 households, 132
are wage labours and only three sample households
have persons practising other occupationsfor earning.
It indicates that tribal people depend on the
agricultura sector for their main earning and for their
survival.
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In this respect, the government should take
necessary steps to provide non-agricultural
employment provision for the willing tribal people
so that they can have other income generating
alternative, and thus are able to come out from the
clutches of starvation and poverty.

TABLE 12

Distribution of the sample household on their subsidiary
occupations

Occupations Number of households

Wage labour 132(97.78)*
Bamboo work (solely) -
Others 3(2.22)
Total 135(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 13 shows the classification of the sample
househol ds based on whether thehouses areel ectrified
or not. Thiselectrification isa devel opment indicator,
because this plays a great role in improving their
standard of living.With regard tothis, out of the 138
sample households, only 19 houses are having the
facility of electricity. More than 86 per cent of the
houses are not e ectrified. In thisregard, thisareais
very backward; the government should take more
stepsto providethefacility of electricity totheseareas.
Asthe areas are far-flung, and in thick forests area
theeectrification isnecessary for their safe existence
and development.

TABLE 13

Distribution of the sample households on the
electrification of their house

House electrified Number
Yes 19(13.77)*
No 119(86.23)
Total 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 14 shows the people’s participation in
public organizations. This is to bring out the
knowledge of the peoplein thismatter and their level
of participation in these organizations. The main thrust
was not only on DWCRA but also on PRIsand VSS.
However, after field investigations, they opined that
they did not have any knowledge about other
organizations and about their functioning. In the
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sample surveyed, a number of people arefoundto be
members of the DWCRA committees, which hel ped
them to inculcate the habit of thrift and going for
combined self-employment practices. It is quite
interesting to seeatribal woman being aPresidentin
aPanchayat (Damuku village), and many are members
of the Vana Samrakshana Samitis (VSS) — a
programme initiated for the development of the
forestation and increasing therole of the indigenous
people in these matters. With regard to this sample,
thevillagers said that the government should initiate
many more steps to encourage the tribal people to
parti cipatein the decision-making process.

TABLE 14

Distribution of sample households based on their
participation in public organizations

Organization Number of member

households
DWCRA 105(76.08)*
Panchayat 3(2.17)
VSS 40(28.98)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 15 shows the extent of land owned by the
samplehousehol dsand the samewhether they arewith
ownership rightsor not. Astheterrain isinaccessible,
although the tribal people own land, the land isless
in size. It istaken in acres. For practical purposes
after the compilation of the data, the extent of land
owned is divided into three categories 1) one acre or
bel ow, 2) above one acre and below three acres, and
3) three acres and above. In the sample of 138
households, 109 have land. Vast majority of them are
small and marginal farmers. Many of them are not

TABLE 15

Distribution of sample households according to extent and
ownership of land cultivated

Having ownership rights

Extent of land Ownership of Total extent of
cultivated (in acres) land land
Below 1 18(26.47)* 68(100.00)
1to3 5(13.89) 36(100.00)
Above 3 2(40.00) 5(100.00)
NA - 29(100.00)
Total 25(18.12) 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

D. PullaRao

having the necessary ownership rights. In thesample
households, 18.12 per cent have both land and
ownership rights. The government should intervene
in this matter to issue the much awaited ownership
rightsfor the people.

The Table 16 shows the classification of the
eligible household sample based on the income
derived from cultivation. As explained earlier most
of thetribal farmersare doingwith marginal land that
tooon thehill dopes, and it istheir traditional type of
cultivation.

Inthesample, mgjority of thefarmersarederiving
the level of income adjacent to less than Rs. 5000/-
yearly. Only asmall per cent of thesampleareableto
derive moreincome from cultivation. Thus much is
expected from the government toincrease their level
of incomefrom cultivation by educatingthem in using
the cost effective modern implements and the high
yielding varieties. In order to raise their standard of
living the government should go for more pro-active
stepstoincrease the productivity in agriculture.

TABLEL6

Distribution of the sample households on their income from
cultivation for the year 2006

Income range for
the year 2006

Number of sample households
with cultivable land

Less than Rs. 1000/- 4(3.67)*
Rs.1000/- to Rs. 2000/- 33(30.28)
Rs. 2000/ - to Rs. 5000/- 58(53.21)
Rs. 5000/- and above 14(12.84)
Total 109(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 17 shows the trends with regard to the
annual income through the wage labour and if any
other occupations are being practised by the
householdsin the study area. With regard tothe study
area, as described earlier, nearly 98 per cent of the
sample depends on wage labour as a supplementary
earning for their livelihood. However, as there is
dearth of opportunities, many areableto derive only
negligible income from the source of wage labour.
Over thethree years, thesametrend isrepeated. This
may be due to exploitation from the non-scheduled
tribe people.
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In this context, it has been suggested that the
government should endeavour to provide as many
days of wage employment in this area so that the
minimal amount derived from cultivation can be
supplemented through this wage labour. The
government should concentrate on reducing the
exploitation in the wage labour and in reducing the
working hours. The government should try to
implement the minimum wagelawsstrictly.

TABLE 17

Distribution of the sample households on their annual income
through subsidiary occupations of earning for the year 2006

No. of households
with income from
subsidiary occupation

Income ranges for the
year 2006

Rs. 1000/- to Rs. 2000/- 54(40.00)*
From Rs. 2001/- to Rs. 5000/- 69(51.11)
Rs. 5001/- and above 12(8.89)
Total 135(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

Table 18 indicatesthe classfication of thesample
househol dsbased on thelevel of their annual income
for the year 2006. In the samplearea, thereisamixed
out comewith regard tothe level of annual income. It
is quite sad to see some sample households have a
level of income of below Rs. 3000/- for a year. It is
striking to note that nearly 90 per cent of the sample
householdsin thelast threeyearsremain in therange
between Rs.3000/- to Rs.10000/- per year.

TABLE 18

Distribution of the sample households on their total
annual income

Range of annual Number of sample

income (in Rs.) households
Rs. 3000/- and below 10(7.25)*
Rs. 3001/- to Rs. 5000/- 68(49.28)
Rs. 5001/- to Rs. 10000/- 56(40.58)
Rs. 10001/- to Rs. 20000/- 3(2.17)
Above Rs. 20001/- 1(0.72)
Total Sample households 138(100.00)

* Figures in parenthess indicate percentage

CONCLUSIONS

In the study area more than 87 per cent of the
total sample households are mal e headed and more
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than 12 per cent of the total sample households are
female headed. More than 83 per cent of the
householdsin the study areaare headed by illiterates.
Thisindicatesthat more attention isneeded from the
part of the government to educatethese people. There
isaneed to put more attention on educational aspect
of schedul ed tribes, wherethisonly can motivatethem
for future betterment of life. Themajority of thetotal
sample househol dsin the study area bel ong to Konda
Doraand Bagata communitieswhich arelisted asthe
scheduled tribes. More than 84 per cent of the total
samplehouseholdsfollow Hindu religious practices,
and around 16 percent of the sample households are
Chridians.

Itisvery sad to see that morethan 70 per cent of
thetotal sample population areilliterate. Asmajority
of the heads of the households are illiterate their
progeny are aso illiterate. More than 75 per cent of
thefemalepopulation areilliterate. 19.18 per cent of
the total sample population are having primary
education. Only 29.8 per cent of the total sampleis
educated. More than 16 per cent of the children are
not going to school. It isvery sad to seethat children
are not going to school which calls for special
measures in our universal primary education
programme.

The households having availability of safe
drinking water isonly 30 per cent for the total sample
households. Drinking of protected water reducesthe
disease prevalence, as most of thediseases aredueto
contaminated water. So to reduce the prevalence of
diseases in this area providing safe drinking is the
first measureto be adopted.

Thesample househol dswith kutcha housesin the
total ssmpleareof 38 per cent. Itisinteresting to see
that only 1.45 per cent of the sample households are
having pink card. Most of the sample householdsare
white card holders, indicating their backwardnessas
they are generally given to backward househol ds. But
there is need to improve efficiency in the services
provided for these card holders and to provide cards
for all thehouseholds, asthe ‘nocard holders' in the
sampl e households surveyed are 15.94 per cent of the
total sample.

Cultivation isthe primary occupation practi sed
by the most heads of the sample households and the
wage labour follows. Thereis a need to increase the



160

empl oyment generation activitiesin thisarea aslack
of sufficient income is the root cause for all the
problemsin any society. Thewagelabour isprimary
occupation for most of the sample population
followed by cultivation. More than 97 per cent of the
eligible total sample households are having wage
labour as their subsidiary occupation for their
livelihood.

Only 13.77 per cent of the total sample
households are el ectrified. Morefacilities should be
linked with electricity; a lot has to be done in
providing this facility to the sample population in
particular and the schedul ed tribe community of the
areain general. Theparticipation of schedul ed tribes
in the public service organisations makesthem capable
to decide on their own some of their issues. More
than 76 per cent of the sample households are
members of DWCRA. It is quite interesting to note
here that there exists a female president for atribal
panchayat in the study area.

Morethan 53 per cent of the cultivatorshavefarm
income around Rs. 2000/- to Rs.5000/- annually.
Income from cultivation supports majority of the
sample population. However, measures should be
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initiated to increase thelevelsof farm incomefor the
scheduled tribes in the study area in the particular
and all the farming communityin general. Itisquite
interesting to note that more than 8 per cent of the
sampl ehouseholds are deriving morethan Rs. 5000/
- from subsidiary occupations. Even though thewage
labourersaremorein thetotal sample population, the
share of income derived from thisislessascompared
to cultivation. This indicate the predominance of
agriculturein the sudy areaand of samplehouseholds.
With regard tototal annual income, there is definite
changein thesamplehouseholds as some households
are moving from low-income range to high-income
range. Theincomes of the schedul ed tribes are paltry
when compared to the incomes of the general
population. More than 49 per cent of the sample
househol dsare having averagetotal income annually
intherange of Rs. 3000/- to Rs.5000/- only. However,
thereis achange in theincome levels of the sample
households.

The present study report is based on a sample
survey, and has not been compared with smilar studies
conducted by other authors elsewhere, hence no
references has been cited.





